Boom or Bust: Recreation vs. Mining in Utah
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has incentivized the current administration to roll back
restrictions on federal land. Setting aside the multiple ethical
concerns the policy change raises, the increase in mining
access may negatively impact other sector’s of Utah’s economy.

Parks in Utah

Based on the regression analysis conducted, it is apparent that
leisure and hospitality industries contribute more to per capita
income with a confidence variable (t-statistic) greater than
2.0. Furthermore, resource extraction industries’ outputs are

- significantly less than leisure and hospitality sectors with a t-
statistic less than 2.0.

The national parks bring many visitors every year. The data
collected involves Utah’s tourism revenue and income by
county. The locations of oil wells, gas wells, and coal deposits
will be compared with national park reductions. Our
hypothesis states that tourism, rather than mining, serve as a
better economic driver for Utah counties.
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We first created a reference map showing the original

boundaries of the National Monuments in Utah, and the new s S YO . A - “ T I B I I R
boundaries following the decision made by the Trump
Administration. This map would also show the location of
parks, as well as the location of oil and gas wells. e e
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